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Chapter 



W hy is the sky blue*" asked 

Kopj. 

/j/u smiled. “ Mi< earth 
liked that color v> much, it put blue all 
over the skv to look at.** /..»/u un 

W 

steward to KopaS father, Sirnba, the loan 
Kmg. He was baby sitting Kop.i while bis 
mother. Nala. vs as hunting and Simlsa 
was taking a nap. 

“And why do trees grow «> iall?“ 
asked Kopa 

" Because trees like the flavor of air 
that's way up high.** Za/u could we a 
l«Ni(t morning of questions from Kopa. 
Tltcs* were resting on Pride Rock, which 





overlooked ihe vjm grav%UnJ^ .ill the wav 
to the blue hills. 

“And w'Jiy do you fly vo tar around the 
Pride Lindt?* asked K«>pa. 

“I fly ocr>nI kt c so I can we 
everything and report to your father." 
/-<zu stared at the si her /aibcri Riser, 
vs hie 1 1 meandered across the plain. It 
would he vs odder fill to flv to Zulu Falls 
nulli now, he thought. 

“llut why?** 

“Because n*s important, and he knows 
I'll tell him the truth ihiut what is 
going «hi in tl»c Pride Lands." Yes, a cold 
drink of water at Zulu Falls would he 
mars clous. 

“But why?" asked K<>pa. 

Zam took a deep breath. No Zulu 
Falls lor him this morning. Kopa vs mild 
never let hint gn. But these questi*>ns had 
g' «>c on for long enough. From n«m on. 
he'd slo atl the talking. 

“let me tell you a story." said Zj/ii 
with .t smile. 



"I lo\c stories," said Kopa “K there a 
big ugly beast with three horm and sharp 
teeth in it?" 

*Ai a mailer of fact, there U, sort of,” 

Kopa ut up. “I'm all cars," he uid. 

He had heard his mother sav that to 
Sjmha. It made him feel grown up to say 
it to Za/u 

/.a/u preened hu fcithen, cleared hie 
throat, and began to kjeak. 

•Newt gathering is a family tradition 
liic me," he said. “My nun her, Zu/u, was 
the steward to your great‘grand lather, 
Ahadi. When I was still a fledgling, die 
began to train me to take tier place with 
Ahadi’s son. Mu lava, when lie became the 
I Jon King." Za/u pulled out his feathers 
The hot sun felt good, 

*“Mufavj\ son, Stmha u>ur father - 
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wav next in line to he the Lion King, hut 
Mu lava's exit brother. Scar, wanted to lie 
Ling himself Star anti his hyena cronies 
killed Mufasa, and Scar cominced Simba 
that he had caused his father’s death. 




Simb j ran aw ay to a distant jungle to 
forget what Ik thought he had done. .V 
you might expect. Scar wav a bad ruler, 
and your mother. Nala. went on a jour¬ 
ney to look for help. In her hunt, she 
found Simha and told him he had to 
return I>»the Pride lands and take !ti% 
tighttul place at laoo King.** 

K*>pa nodded verioudy. Me had heard 
thav Mory before. “And then my father 
ilelcatcd Sear and became the new I ion 
King,** he said 

“All this happened long ago, hcf«»rc 
vou were born.** said /a/u. “ lltc Mitrv I 
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ant going to tell vou n*»k place before 
your father was horn. Mufasa had just 
Iviome the laon King ~ 

"Is PikIc Near in the storv?** 

W 

“Ni», he w as spending most of his time 
away front Pride Rock became he could 

•m 

m»t beat to see his brother rule the l’ndc 
lands." 

"1*11 bet he was hanging with the 
hyenav. right?** 



/j/u nodded. “.V I uij, this was a 
loot* time ago, and Mufava wav huvv 
learning how to ruk. He wasn’t giving 
much thought to lu% brother then." 

“ 1 v that w hen you became Muhvi’s 
steward?" 

“When mv mother saw what a tine 
ruler Mufava was. she decided it was time 
tor her tit retire vo she could travel. 

Mu Java tnaile me his steward in her place. 
Mama peeked me on the beak and (lew 
ott'tii follow the Z.uben River to its 
source. 1 was on my own, but she had 
trained me well— perhaps too well. I 
rqiortnl everything I observed to 
Mutava, which was a mistake." 

“Wlui*s wrong with that?" acked 

Kopa. 

"It’s not necessary to report every 
little thing. Rut I had a hard lime telling 
the difference be;ween what was impor 
tant and w hat w as |vtt \ I tried to give 
Mufava all the information 1 could so that 
had things wouldn't happen." 
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"Hut why do h.ul things happen*" 
“Eserything w<c do nuko something 
happen. We have to think about others 
jrtHinJ iiv," said /a/u. "Il \tui pull up a 
bush cm the plain, you might be pulling 
tip some little creature's house. Or if you 
tell someone there's no danger when 
there is. he might get hurt." 

“1 get it!" said Kopa. “You should Ik 
careful 4 btK. 1 t what you do and say.”* 
“Right!" said /atu. “Rut 1 was so 
worried somebody might get hurt, 1 kept 
poking my nose into cseryonc's business. 
And it kept getting me into trouble." 
“What kind of tremble?" 

“Well, once, for imtancc, I overheard 
two of the ostriches talking about beating 
another ostrich 1 didn't like the sound 
of that, so I told Mufasa. He went right 
over to those ostriches to find out what 
was going on. It turned out they were 
talking about beating another ostrich 
in a kicking contest. Ostris'hcs arc fine 
kickers.“ 



“So* how ilo )«u keep from nuking 
that kind ofmistake?** asked Kopa, 

“You have to check out the situation 
Carefully v»ih.it vou has c a clear idea of 
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what is lup|ieninn,” Za/u said. “I 
retiiciutscr my llrvt summer in particular, 
is licit my reporting pot t wit of hand ansi 
terrible thing* happened. It was a lesson 
from uhich we all learned a great deal." 


Chapter 



T he morning vun shone down on 

the animals l: athcring at the water 
In>lc. N/.oc, an antelope, stood oflf 
to one aide, Miring into the distance. I Icr 
daughter. N/un, was nearby, munching 
on grass. 

“What's tlic matter? ** asked Pembe the 
elephant. who was on her way to the 
water hole with her two children, nlti 
and Cheka. **\Vhv aren't you drinking? 1 * 
“Oh. it’s that nosy Za/u,“ answered 
N/cc. “It's terrible the way he rcptiris 
everything we do to Mulasa. I told little 
N/nn that (lie grass was better on the 
cast side of the water I Mile, and Za/u 




went JinJ t<*3d Mufa&a thii I didn't like 
the gras* on the west ude. Then Mutiu 
fJime hy and xikcd me u'ui wi\ w rong 
with the gnw!" 

T knew wlut yeMi man," said Pc in lx: 
"You can't eli * jnnhmg without that 
tly mg ncu-jpjpcr telling the u hole world 
about it." 

Muwa, a /ebrj, joined the gnnip with 
her son, Suluri- He nodded and said, 
"And then we get into trouble." 

“What kind of trouble?" asked Muwj 
“Wlut have you been up to?" 

“All we were doing was basing a little 
bin yesterday," said Sukan. 

< lick.* spoke up. “Yeah, what’s with 
Zj/u anyway? Sukan, I.ulu. NVuri, and 1 
were c basing the baby ostriches, and the 
next thing we know, Mufasa comes 
running up and tells us to stop being 
mean to them." 

"Well. Zj/u was only doing his ji ib.“ 
said Pern be. “ He has to keep the king 
inti it tned." 
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"If you ask me, he'* cnerdoinp it,** 
uid Sukari. 

“WeVe pot to do something about 
that bird,** said Nzcc. **I*m afraid to open 
my mouth.** 

W 

“We unild pise Y.Jkf 11 uriing informa¬ 
tion,** said Cheka. “That way, he'd pet in 
trouble with Mubu ** 

“ I hat wturnis like fun," vtid N/uri. 

"No. it doesn't," viid N/cc. She 
sighed. "Vou children will have to think 
of bet ter game % t«• play. Pembe, Muwi, 
and I will divnw this further.** 

" I think wt should call a council of the 
animals,** said IVmhc 

"Do we have to include the ostriches?** 
asked Muwa. “Ihcv have such a short 
attention span.** 

Tile adult animals went off to talk and 
graze a short distance from the water 
hole. The young ones stayed and 
frolicked in the water. Cheka filled hts 
trunk and splashed the others. Then he 
motioned to them to gather around. 
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“Iivtcn. hi j;u\ s, I've nude up a 
game tor us tn play It's eal-esl get Zo/u " 

"But," uid lulu. “Mamj told us—" 

"(.Jive me a break. IjuIu," C hck.i Mid. 
"Since when do we wait t<>r adults to do 
anything? They dtm't want us to have 
any fun." 

"I*m with ymj, Cheka," mhI S/un. 
“1'nt really tired ofZaruS tattletale wavs. 

I low do play get -Za/u?" 

Cheka looked around. "We’re going 
to make up stories." 

“I lose stories,” said lulu. "But I 
don't want anyone to get hurt.** 

"Aw, come on," said Sukan “We're 
not going to hurt anyone.” 

“Don’t worry, I.ulu. It'll he tun." said 
Kztaii. 

“WTty don't we pretend a ternhlc beast 
is sneaking jirmind the Pride l-inds!" uid 
Cheka. "We can Start a rumor about it 
Za/u is sure to tell Mulau. But there 
won’t he any hcast at all!" 

Sukan laughed and began chasing 






















Nzuri in a circle. “Get Zizu!" he cried. 

When they quieted Jtmn. Lulu uiJ. 
“We can get the other animals to start 
talking jhmt tlic beast. You kntm how 
everyone loves to gossip.** 

“Cool!** said Sukari. 

*“1 like this idea,** Nzuri said. “The 
flying newspaper will go straight to 
Mufxsa with a false alarm.** She giggled. 

"Ixt’s get Rite baity ostriches in tin 
this,"* said Cheka. **Tbcy‘rc always 
squawking and running around. They'll 
get everybody really' worried!** 

Cheka tilled his trunk and sprayed the 
others again. 

"Get Za/u!" Stikan cried - 
They all laughed. 

Pudini, the mother of two young 
ostriches, overheard Cheka's plan. 
Children have no idea what trouble Iks 
can cause, she thought. She had to find 
her babies and warn them about the dan¬ 
gers of erring wolf, but then a fat, juicy 
bug ran by . and she torgot all about it. 




Chapter 



N zuri. laitu, Chckj, and Sukari met 
ihc ostrich babies near the water 
hole the next day* and told them 
how to play get-Za/u. 

"So all we (use to do is wander 
around and ask csxiyooc If they've seen 
or heard a strange least in the Pride 
lands?" asked Mjvai. 

mf 

“Whv should \sc do that 1 " asked his 
sister, Pamha. 

“Because ssc w ant esersone to start 

W 

mxr\ing t " uid Lulu. 

“If we pet evcncMic vjHitiled about the 
bcd5i, Zazu n91 hear about it and report 
it to Mutasa. Zizu will kx>k silly few 
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reporting it." c\plincd Su l 

“Oh, this is going to l>c such fun,” 
said Mayai. 

“Arc vxhi sure «c should sl*» this?" 
asked Pamba. 

“Oh. 1'jmbj, you're mkH 4 KJrcd> - 
cat. This vs ill be fun,'* said Masai. 

“Don’t worry. It’ll be a hoot to watch 
X.j/u get yelled at by Mu&u,* uid 
N/uri. Those ostriches jr^ so sillv they've 
already forgotten turn- we chases! them 
the other day. she thought. 

Mayai arts) Pjiiihj vsent in different 
directions and asked all the animals they 

W 

met ssluthcr they’d heard alxmt the 
strange beast wuidcnng in the l*ndc 
lands. None of them knew of the beast, 
but they said they'd keep tlxrir eyes and 
cars open. 

Meanwhile, / j/ii was giving Mufasj 
his morning report. 

“We have a little problem with the 
springboks, sire. I really wish you wmi!.) 
calk to them about their springing. They 
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get tarried away and Mart having 
springing matches. Hie smaller animals 
have heart attacks trying to stay out of 
their way!** 

m 

“All right, my tine feathered friend 
said Mufavi. “1*11 talk to them.** 

“Fvcelleiu. sire,** gushed Za/u. “There 
is also a problem with the elephants* sire. 
They get m» careless while bathing. They 
till up their trunk' with water and spray 
themselves and es erst lung around them, 
including me. Yesterday, I was knocked 
right out of the air by one of their blasts. 

1 ended up beak-first in the mud " 

“Yes, vcs. I will talk to tlicm atv*it 

m 

their water cannons," said Mufava. “Is 
there anything else?** 

“That's it tor this morning, sire.** 
“CwmkI," sjid Mufava. **I’m ntl to see 
the springboks.** 

Zaxu waved good-bye to Mutasa and 
tlcss to Ins fav«»ritc tree tor a morning 
snack. I Ic was munching away when he 
overheard Jamho, a monkey on the nest 


branch, talking to Inc friend Kuahcri 
about a strange Ikjm. 

“What is this bead}** asked 4t/u. 

“I’m not cure," said Jamho. "I just 
heard some ostriches talking about it.** 

“It sounds like bod new*," caid 
Kwaheri. “I>» you think it can climb 
trees?" 

“I’d better check <m this right away!" 
exclaimed Za/u. 

1 le flew* to the far edge of the plain near 
the Zuberi Ris cr A bract could caulv has c 

<T 

come douiimtr and sneaked into the 
I'ridc lands. A herd of gazelles was graz¬ 
ing <ki the rich grace. Za/u flew down. 

“I xeticc me, fricikl*," he said, “but 
have any of you seen or heard a strange 
k.iM sneaking around here?" 

“Gee, no, we haven't wren it, but we 
did hear about it," said one gazelle. 

"You heard about it? from whom and 
where?" asked Zjzu. 

“1-rora one of the zebras," replied the 
gazelle. 

























“AVl*crc exactly did you talk to him?" 
a^kcJ Zj/ii 

“Down at the svaicr huJe." 

“What JkI he uy about this strange 
creature?" asked /a/ti. 

“He said he’d heard it made gurgling 
m muds and that it had three horns and a 
big ugh n« <sc!" exclaimed the gazelle 

“Hmmm. I*d better go dow n there 
and find out about this!" said Zazu. 

lie headed straight lor the water hole. 
There he l«>urid N/uri aiul u»mc other 
young jmclojx’s drinking water. 

“Has anyone seen or heard a beast 
wandering around the Pride lands?" 
asked Za/u. 

“I thought 1 saw something strange in 
the forest near the riser," said N/un. 

"What did it look like, little one?" 
asked Za/»i “Du! it base three horns and 
a big ugly nose?" 

N/uri nodded. “Well, uh, yes . . . cr ... 
tint, that's it! Three horns j.-k) a big ugh 
m»sc." 


"And did it nuke a unngc gurgling 
sound?” asked Za/u. 

didn't hear anything,** sjkI N/un, 
looking ikmn at Her hwsxs. "It was too 
far awaj; Hut it was horrible'looking.** 

“Arc you sure?"* asked Za.ru. 

"Oh, yes*** said Nzuri. "It had long, 
sharp teeth too.** Tlie more she talked 
about the beast, the bigger and uglier it 
became. 

"Very* upsetting* Tins has to Ik 
reported to the king right away!** said 
Zaru in his most official manner. He flew 
oil to tell Mutava atxmt the menace. 

Mulasa hail just come h.u k from 
talking to the spnngboks ami sisiting 
his mate, Sarabi, Za/u (less up and 
breath levs I S' told him about the beast. 

ap 

” 1 * 1 ! better base a look.** said Mufasa. 
“This kind of talk could start a panic.** 

“Yes, sire. I agree completely,** said 
Za/u. 

"An animal like that might lx* 
dangerous,** said .Mufasa. 
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"Oh, very dingeroui, vrc. 1 will fly ur 
jind wide to help with the sdrch!" uid 
Zazu. 

So Mutju went otTto look for the 
bcjDl. Iirvt he talked to Born*, the Cape 
buffalo. Boma « « nenous because an 
elephant had told him about the beau. 
He hadn't seen anything yet, but if an 
elephant was seared, he was scared ton. 
Mutasa seat died lor the beast all day. 

■m 

Tlie cheetahs t«4d him they hadn't wen 
the least, only heard about it from some 

W 

little ostriches. 

As darkness tell over the Pride lands, 
Mufasa had no choice hut to stop search¬ 
ing He wondered it’Za/u had any more 
news. Mufasa knew he wouldn't deep 
well until the mystery of the Inrast wa-* 

m dr 

solve** * 



HAPTER 



X HHIhc next the young 

jnimaU gathered at the water hole 
Sukari didn't chink the beast 
story lud vsorked. "Mulasa searched 
harsl, hut he didn't blame /4/n for the 
ssild-lseavt cha%c,“ he vaid. Nniri, the 
elephams, and the little ostriches agrees! 
with him. 

“Hern can sse fool /a/u this time?*’ 
asked Cheka. 

“Mayle sse should pretend there's 
another strange beast waiukring all over 
the Pride Lands.*’ said Mavai. He'd 

m 

enjosed running around and telling 
eversone the false news. 

dr 



“X*ah. let's do something dtflfercnt." 
said Pam ha. 

“How about nuking wild noiK> tn the 
night?" asked I.ulu. 

“T hat's not dif ferent said 

Nzuii. 

“Ixt'% see.” vjkl Chckj. “\Miy don’t 
we rc|vti! someone missing:'” 

“Thar** a good one,* exclaimed I.ulu. 

"Okas-. We *11 tell Zj/u that Mayii is 
mivvng," said Cheka. He turned to 
Mayai. **You get on lailu's back and hide 
with her in tin: forest near live riser." 

“Oh, buy!" cried Masai. I.ulu knelt 
down, and Mayai ran and jumped onto 
her hack. 

"•This will be tun." said Sukari. 
laughing as IjuIu and Mayai trotted ofT 
to the riser. 

A short while later, /j/u w as thing 
over the water hole when he saw the 
>4Ming animals waving for him to come 
down, 'the minute he landed, Pamba ran 
up to him. fluttering her svings. 


“Oh, Za/ti. I haven't seen my brother, 
Maiai, for hours! Mas he the strange 
k»t caught him!** 

“Where did you last sec him?** asked 
Zuu. 

“Well, we were playing hkic-thc 
feather in the trees near Five Stones. I 
went off to hide the feather, and when I 
i«inic hack, he was gone!” cried Pamha. 

"All right, take it easy, Pam ha. We'll 
find him,** said /.a/u. 

“Don’t tell my mother yet. She’ll be mi 
worried. Promise?” 

“Sometimes it's better it bad news 
waits until it can become no news,” said 
/.a/n He (lew off and told Mutasa about 
Mayai. “Perhaps the beast caught him!” 
he finished. 

Mutiu was the best tracker in the 
Pride lands, and he hunted cservwhere. 

! lc ran to Five Stones while Za/u Hew 
overhead. He and Za/u looked behind 
each of the Five Stones. They found no 
trace of Mavai or the beast. TTicy checked 

4P H|P 
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the elephant graveyard, even though it 
wu forbidden. liven they went to the 
riser. 

"Let's search the form," Mufiiu said. 

Zj/ii noddctl. He heard a rustling. 
“Look!" he cried. 

Lulu and Mavai were coming out frum 
the trees as If nothing were wrong 

"Where have you been?" asked 
Mu lava. “Zj/u heard Mav ai uav knt. We 
thought the beast luil taught 















"He wasn't l-ost. sire." said t.ulu, "U'c 
were playing in the forest." 

“I'm jdad to hear that. It must have 
been a mistake," said Mufasa. 

“Hut your sister " began /ani. 

Masai laughed. “I’amba's an airhead." 

Z.i/u realized there was some truth in 
Masai's statement. Ostriches were known 
for petting rutiled user nothing. He'd 
made a mistake trusting someone who 
vs as not reliable. "I must po, sire," he 









told Mutiu and then flew * rfV. 

Although lie wa* anmncJ, Mufasa viid 
nexhing. When he got back to the vv jtcr 
hale, he heard the animal* calling Z.i/u 
the “flying I'jIm* alarm" and talking; about 
his mistakes. Mutau shook his head and 
continued on tu\ way liable to Pride Rock. 

‘‘This is more like it," said Sukari. star* 
ing after Mufasa, 

“Yeah, Z.I/U is starting; to look like the 
sitlv loudspeaker that he is!" Cheka 
laughed. 

“Let's try another irivk." said Pamba. 

“We can make Ai/ti believe there's an 
cartliqitakc,** said Lulu. She began to 
stomp. 

Nzuri laughed. “That won't work. 

1 le\l see you. Resides, w hen there's an 
earthquake, ever y one feels it." 

Sukari cleared his throat. “I have an 
excellent idea. let's tell Zaru that hvena* 
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have graWvil an antelope." 

“I'm not sure 1 like that one." said 
NVun with a shiver “How about liscnas 
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grabbing a zebra?" 

“How jbnit hyenas grabbing a baby 
wildebeest?" sjk! Nukan. 

“txi's po,” said N/uri. and she ansi 
(lie other annuals raced olV. Ttiey found 
Za/u at the t»f> of an acacia tree, looking 
worried. 

"Za/u! liven • > li ne attackesl a baby 
wildebeest." exclaimed Cheka. 

“Are you sure? Where?" asked Za/ti. 
“Oxer In the riser." said Sukari. "One 

W m 

«»f the gazelles told us." 

“When?'* asked Za/u. 

“hut a less minutes ago 1 " eric si N/un. 
“Please hurrv!" 

Za/u ssent straight to Mutasa and told 
him what be had heard. Mufasa hesitated. 
Sup]M»c Za/u was strung again? On the 
other hand, suppose he svas right? There 
was no time to lose. 

They raced to the edge of the riser. 
The w ildcbeests w ere calmly grazing. 

"No (Mic is massing." said a wildebeest. 
“We hascn't seen the hyenas in ages. 



They're always lunging anwind with your 
brother. Scar."" 

“What’s gtnngon, Za/u?" asked 
Mul.ivi - Thi> is the third time \oiTvc 
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draped me out on at filK alarm!** 

“But. sire," mumbled Za/u. **I was 
only reptseting—“ 

"1 understand. Zatu." said Mufasi, 
stalking back to Pride Rock. “But jester 
day, you said there s\as a beast wandering 
around. Today, sou said « «k- of the little 
ostriches svas missing, and then you told 
me a baby* wildebeest had been attacked 
by the hyenas. l*m beginning to wonder 
about your judgment!** 

“But. sire—" 

“Cheek your facts!" Mutasa void 
angrily ami broke into a gallop. 

“l*m acting like a baity bird." /a/u 
•aid to himself. "Three serious mi stakes in 
two day's. Am 1 turning into a hysterical, 
babbling nanny? What sc ill I do if Mufau 
lires me?** 




Chapter 



B .k k at Pritlc K< K'k, Mu lava puzzled 
over why Zj/ii wj' making so many 
mistakes. It true he often 
reported petty stories, tmi they'd always 
been true. Mufasa thought back cncr the 
Uvt iw « i days. 

m r 

It was ikIJ that Zo/u luil reported so 
many crises in such »t short time I he last 

V 

two seemed to involve just the young ani¬ 
mals. Rut what did that prose? It was 
probably only coincidence. 

Meanwhile. Za/u had taken to the 
skies in on cOori to tlv away from his dark 
thoughts. Rut he couldn't stop thinking, 
no matter hosv high he Hew. 




Where w ill 1 u.o jnd vxhai will I do? he 
thought. Without the Pride lands i«i 
watch cncr, my life will be empty. 1*11 
have lime to cat and deep anil tly around 
looking at the wide world. But htc won't 
have the vime meaning. 

He mxmikiI down to Five Stones and 
circled the grasslands. Zcbm, jntdopcv, 
and w lldclxvsn were grazing peacefully. 
The elephant* were lumbering along, 
probably looking for new tree*. Ilonu, 
the big Ope buffalo, was in hi* own 
pool. 

The sight ot Bonn bonight hack a 
memory of the lime /a/u had fitted a 
stampede ot ( ape buffaloes A storm had 
(seen brewing in the distance, which was 
bad enough. But then he'd seen an 
immense dust cloud moving toward the 
Pride lands and heard the awful thunder 
uiilic herd of InifTaJocs. I‘hc livcnas had 

m 

attacked in large numbers and caused the 
buffaloes to panic. They were running 
without any sense of where tbev were 
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^ning, and they were hriiiing Mraipht for 
the l'ridc I ands. 

/j/u re me iti befed how calm anil 
steady Muhu had been w hen heM 
reported the stampede to him. Mufan 
had told Him to tell the elders to gather 
iK-at pride Rock. He had quickly formed 
a plan to move the animals to a safe place. 
We were Mich a good team, Mufava and I, 
Zazu thought. 

He caught a thermal and soared. 

Or how about the time Mufava. Sarahi. 
and 1 went down to the river to rdw for 
an hour or so I remember Mufava saying. 
“Zazu. why don’t you take a break and go 
play upstream while we go lor a wale’ 1 ' 

“Oh. no, sire,** 1 told him. “I should 
stay and keep a lookout !«** trouble.*' 

"tine it a rest, Za/u!" lie told me. 

-We will lvc line. There's nothing to 
worry about.” 

“Yes. I know, sire, 1 just base a hunch 
1 should keep an eve out IW the 
unexpected.” 













































"Za/u!’* Mufasa had bdlmvJ. "Go!* 

He hid something serious to talk to 
Sarabi about, and he didn't want irm big 
cars in the area. 

Well, I obeyed his command. I mean, 
you can't push your point too hard with 
Mufasa. He doc* have a heal tin temper. 
But after a tew minutes, 1 doubled back, 
And a good thing ton. From my vantage 
point, 1 could see a water cobra swimming 
aero** the riser toward Mufa*a and Sarabi. 

I yelled, “Mufasa! Sarabi! Behind you! 
A water snake! Get out of the river!" 

They got out just in time. Sarabi. of 
course, thanked me. Mufasa was some* 
what milled, but he said, “Good job, 
Zazu!" 

Ye*, we had some great times toget her, 
Zj/u thougltt. He tlcw on to the west. 
Maybe he'd pay j visit to his old friend 
Ratiki, the wise baboon. But then he 
thought, I don't even know where he is. 
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Chapter 



a/11 Mew IfJrW over /.lltll halls i I. 
looked down, hoping he'd kc 
Ah Kjliki {Withering plants in the mist. 
It Mould l*c giMnl to talk 10 his old I'ricnd. 
Pertups Kalih could help him. 

“Walt a second!" Zazu cricvl. “What's 
th.it black mass? - '/, m \\ llew down for a 
clover look. 

“Omigosh,” lie cried. A chill ran all 
the way dnuii his spine and out to his 
wing t»pv 

"Holy elephants!" yelled /a/u. “Army 
ants! hating everything in their path and 
heading (be the I Vide I andv! And they're 

moving fast!" 





















Za/u wheeled arc Kind and (Killed for 
Pride Rock. “I've ^<>4 to warn everyone!“ 
he tried 

Hut then lie thought. Whar if no one 
believes me? He is -in the joke of the Pride 
Lands because of hi* false alarms But this 
one wasn’t false. He hast seen tlic ants 
with his own eyes. 

“Mufasa will believe me,” Za/u said to 
himself. “He must, or the entire kingdom 
is in danger. If those ants get to the river 
and cross it, all will be lost.** 

Za/u flew straight to Pride Risk, 
w here he found Mufasa and Sarahi. 

“Mufasa! Sire! The Pride Lands arc in 
grave danger!** Za/u cried “Army ants 
arc on the march."* 

Sarabi gasped. “Not army ants!" 

“Is this another of votir stories?" 

4f 

Mufasa asked. 

“Oh, no, sire! I assure you, it it not!" 

“Where did you hear the news?" asked 
Mufasa. 

“I saw the ants with im own cscs,“ 

w w w 
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viul Zj/u, hi* voice trembling. 

MutJvi could hear the truth in Zj/im 
voice. Army ants were stefinitely not a 
joke. 

“hlicrc arc they ?'* j^ked Mufavi, 
rising to hiv feet. 

"Quickly, sire. folltm me. *11 ley'rc just 
on the other Mile of Zulu Falk," said 
Zazu. 

Zj/u tlcss ahead as Mufava raced 
across the gravslandc to the fiver and up 
to Zulu Falls. 

Mufava crossed the riser l*y jumping 
from rock to rock, keeping an eye out foe 
the crocodile*. When he reached the 
other vide, he leaped onto the bank and 
looked around. 1 Ic saw nothing unusual. 
He ssalkcd to the edge ot the forest and 
trued to listen, but the waterfall ssav too 

loud. 

Za/u perches! in a tree. He watched 
Mufava enter the forest ami disappear. 

“Heave be careful, Mufava! 1 he ants 
base reached the t.»rcv|'" Za/u called out. 
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“l>on't worry, /j/u. there i* m*th’ 
mg . . . .** M uf-ivi's voice trailed off. 
Za/n didn't tike the sound <tf*thar. He 

>\i(kopcv1 into the iorcst tn pet a wiener 
took. 

The ImiUk's w ere hemp thrashed 
violently. 

“YmchV" tie tried. "Something icrnble 
has happened to Mu£tu!" 


- 4 * * 


Chapter 



M uIjsJ leaped out of the for CM, 

ro.mn*t and shaking hi* head. 

1 !c claw ed at Itii mane .md 
rubbed his csts. Hishtad vs as covered 

m 

with an tv. 

“The river! Dive in the river," shouted 
Zaru. “It'* riftht in front of you, Mufavi! 
follow my voice!" 

Za/u kept shouting as lie flew ahcail ot 
Mufava. Blindly. Mutasa followed Za/u’s 
instruction*. Kiuring m pain, he crashed 
into the water. The ants loosened their 
hold on him, and Mutasa warn to the 
other side of the river. 

"Sire, arc you all rijshi?" asked /a/u. 
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“Yes, I'm line now," he v»id, shaking 
ihe svatcr out of his mine. “ Hunk >xh», 
Zi/u. You \a\ c«i my life! I couldn't see 
with ill those ants hi ting me. We must 
warn the others is fist is we cm!" 

“I'd help >00 wirn everyone," replied 
Zi/u, “hut I don't know whether they’d 
believe me." 

“I'll tell them how you wirned me and 
how )ihi lagged me to see ihe ants for 
myself, Zj/ii. You ire my most trusted 
friend," said Mtifasa. 

“I'm so glad to hear you say that, 
sire," replied Za/u. "Now let's go!" 

Mutivi jivd 7..\t it need hack to Pride 
Rock. Sirahi had told everyone about the 
army ants, hut they weren’t sure whether 
to believe her after site said it was Zaru 
who had seen them, l hey were waiting 
for Mu fa si to confirm the story. And he 
did. 

“Za/u and I lusc seen a fearsome 
column of ants on the oilier side of the 
riser,” Mutivi void “ niey’rc licidcd here!" 
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There v> m a m« uncnt < *f vt unncil 
silence. 'I'hcn Mufasa spoke again. 
“Everyone must lease immediately!’* 

The jmnuK knew whit army ants 
did In panic, tin s tegan running in all 
directions. 

Sarah* stepped to Mufau’s side and 
asked. “What can l do to help?’* 

“We must get everyone to move 
together," said Mufasa. "/am! I Iclp me 
get the animals calmed down." 

Mufasa, Sara It*, and Tlaru yelled to the 
elders of the herds to calm their young 
ones. When the animals vserr quiet, 
Mufau told them to tbltow Sarah* to the 
high plains. 

Nest. Mufasa asked I'cmhc, lloma, 
Muw.i, I’thlim, and N/ce to stay and help 
him stop the ants. 

“But how can we stop millions of 
ants?" asked Pembe. 

“1 don’t know, but t will find a way. 
Za/u, you iH ahead and find out what 
the ams arc doing." 


- So - 


“Roger,” said Za/«. **1*11 keep von 
posted,** and he took to tlic skies. 

“Ixt'i get to the river*** Muliu tokl 
tlvc others. His mind wav racing He 
began to form a plan. He hoped and 
praved it would work. 

"Now, here tv the plan," Mufasa said 
to hiv helpers as they ran across the plain. 
“The h tut Jers at live t* ip c »l‘ Zulu Halls act 
as a dam and let only so mueh water 
through. We can increase the flow by 
mining them.** 

“Him- van we move such big rocks*" 
asked Muwj. 

“The bowlders arc held in place by 
smaller rocks," said Mufasa. "If we move 
the small ones, the boulders will come 
loose. The river will do the rest of the 
work for us," 

“Hut, Mufasa. that could be 
dangerous," said Pudini. 

“That's true* but it’s the only way to 
keep the ants from crossing the river," 
said Mufasa. “The ants are even more 
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dangcrou>. \Vc lia\c no choice." 

“Well. I’m rcjdy for this fight." ukj 
Itoma. “My grandparent* were taken by 
them year* ago* I have nocr forgotten 
that awful attack." 

“I’m ready too,” added Muss a. “Many 
of my herd were killed in that same 

i I | » m Lj. 
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“I remember my father telling me thar 
sad story when 1 w as young," said 
Mufasa. “Now we base a dunce to keep 
it from happening again. So let’s be as 
brave and dull hi I as we can!" 

Mu lava’s courage and strength gave 
the other animals heart. They would 
follow him no matter what happened, 
and they began to run faster. 

Ily now, /j/u was high over the riser 
and could see the ants. Millions of them 
marched tow-ard the riser. Die sound of 
their jaw's crunching was so loud, £a/u 
could hear it ahosc the roar of the w ater 
fall. And they' were headed for the one 
spot in the riser where they could cross — 


the spot w Ivc re M u fasa hail crossed by 
jumping from rock to ruck. *I*hcsc vime 

rocks won Ill be the army ants’ stepping 
stones, Zjzu knew. If they were not 
stopped, they would make living; brk1ge% 
of their own bodies, stretching in a thick. 
Mack ri»|< fnKti rock to rock till they had 
reached the IVidc landt. But Za/u was 
sure they could not succeed if the current 
was sw ift and strong enutigh. 

Zo/u saw Mu fasa and his party reach 
the river and ties* down to report. 

“The ants are starting: to cross,’* he 
said grimly. 

“So 1 see. Keep your eye on them,** 
said Mufasa. “We’re giving to the tip of 
the falls.” 

“I’ll keep you informed,** yelled Zj/u, 
and he flew back over the riser with fear 
in his heart. 
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Chapter 



M utava led Ins helper* lo a nmly 

pjth. 

“It's not 40 sleep thi* w jv, 
mhI Mutasa. “Uui watch si*ur step!” He 
gui^lcii the grtHip up die final lew vjrd'. 
to live boulders. 

Miwj. 1'iktini, and Nrcc bcLcd the 
small rocks out trom under the Ur^e 
boulders. Then remise and llmua 
pushed igjinM the boulders as Mutasa 
directed them. The boulder* vtaned to 
rock. 

“We must make sure the boulden fall 
when most of the anti are in the riser,** 
said Mutasa. 
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/j/ii tlcvv to the t>»p i»t the fjll' 

"N«m •" lie yelled. 

“Push!" ilx>u(cd Muhu. 

Pembe and Uonu pressed their 
powerful shoulders j|uutvt the boulders. 
Muwj, Pud ini, and N/ec kicked at the 
last remaining rocks underneath. At tact, 
live boulders rolled over the fall* and 
cradled into the river. 

1 ike a tidal wave, the river gushed t«rr 
tlic falls with a tremendous nur into the 
w ater below. 'l ive «4u* sw cpt away 
cvcrv "thing in its path, including tlic 
ants. Water rue ov er the Kinks like an 
enormous blue snake It Hooded the 
forest, swallowing the ants still on live land 
in a roaring cascade of foaming water. 

Mufasa and his group cheered and 
jumped f« *r joy. The Pride laitdv were 
saved. So were m.inv lives 

■m 

“So then what happened?** asked Kopa 

“Mufasa and tlic others congratulated 
one another on their success in saving the 




















































Priifc I amts \V? cheered alt the wav luck 
to Pride Rixk," %aid Zazu. 

“Was Mutia still nud at vou?" asked 

W 

Kept. 

“No, he said he was delighted to have 
me as his trusted Mrwarvl," vtid /a/u. 

“And vi hat about Sarabi and the oilier 
animals?" asked Kopa. 

“Sarabi had taken all the animats to 
safety on the high plains. When we got to 
(Ih'iu, Mut.isa sailed out, ‘Sarabi, we have 
won!’ A cheer went up as the vo>rd 
spread" 

"Bos', they must have been glad to 
hear that!" said Kopa. 

“Everyone was glad!" Za/u went on. 
"Sarabi came running up. *Oh, Mu lava, 
we were all terrified that the ants would 
get you. I'm so glad you’re sale,’ 'Ik 
said." 

“Weren’t they proud of you too?" 
asked Kopa. 

“They were. I flew overhead, anil 
everyone cheered as I circled above. Hut 








w the most j. lyt'ul moment I had ever 
kmwn, my little prince. I truly felt like a 
hero.** 

**i>ul tlic\ ever find out what rcjllv 
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happened with (he IjImt alarms?" asked 
Kopt. 

“I'm jNiui to tell vou," said Zb u. 
“Mufasa made me feel as piuci ful av a 
.Marshall eagle. I le said, *Zj/u lias kept 
us from danger! We must noxr doubt his 
word jjuin.'" 

“That's it?** said Kopa. wrinkling his 
nose. 

“Not quite. Von see, N/uri, l ulu, 
Cheka, Sukih, l*amha, and .Mayai, the 
young ones wh<i tried to discredit me, felt 
mi guilty, they confessed to Mulasa. He 
was furious hut fair. I Ic told the adult 
animals that the young ones had some¬ 
thing to tell them. 

“The young ones were ashamed and 
hung their heads while N/uri explained 
how they were angry with Zazu foe 
spoiling their fun. But they realized now 


how Jingcfous it ssus id try to diwrcdit 
someone, c^|Kciilly someone who hid 
the job of watching out for their mTci>'. 

1 heir parent*, were so angry with their 
children, they wanted to punish them 
severely. 
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“Hut Mut’ava wav wive. He said, 'As 
vmir punishment. I command vim, 
N/uri, Sttkari, lailn, C.heka, Pamha and 
Masai. t«t help Za/u gather news about 
all the important events in the Pride 
lwndv. That «.n, sou will learn the 
difference between fact and srory—and 
stHi will jIv»i Ik held responsible tor 
everything you vay.‘“ 

Kopa grinned. “Hut's why RatilU 
always says, “When the mouth is bigger 
than the brain, the feet ss..n't stay on the 
path.”* 

“And that's not all he u\\," addesl 
Zazu. “He also say’s, ‘If the coconut 
bounces too high wltcn it tills from the 
tree, don't cat it.*" 

“1 get it.” Kopa giggled. “If 

























something doesn't «tn» rijiln, then it’s 
prnluhly wmftjft.* 

“Precisely,* Mid Z-a/u. *(’lKtk your 

facts!" 
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the hombill is a tattletale! 

~ A gang of young animals on the 
Pride l-mdv thinks Za/u should keep his 
long beak out of their business, so they 
dream up a 
game called 
get-Za/u. It 
works mi well s 
that cscii Mufasa, 

Za/u's boss, starts to 
wonder if Za/u is right 
for the job of steward 
to the Lion King Yoicks! 

What a predicament! 
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